Abstract
Introduction
Population characteristics can be described by various indicators. The growth rate of population is one of the most important indicators. It is still high in Parsa district. Population distribution by rural and urban areas is also an important population characteristic. Majority of Parsa people live in rural areas. Though the proportion of population living in rural area is declining in Parsa over time, it is still more than 77 percent in 2001. The pressure of population is increasing in Parsa, the high increasing pattern is observed that is 367 persons per religion. The proportion of Muslim is highest in Parsa with 15.41 percent. The Bhojpuri speakers as mother tongue are the highest constitute 83.56 percent in 2001 at Parsa. The Changing population characteristics indicates the changing picture of Parsa. It might be useful for academia, development planner including the political parties. 
District setting

Objectives of the study
The main objective of the study was to analyze some changing population characteristics of Parsa and also sketch its population status.
Methods
The study was based on the secondary data collected from diff erent censuses in Nepal. The data regarding the population characteristics of Parsa district were taken from the district profi le published by CBS. The study is quantitiative in nature. The relevant data have been analysed in terms of indicators mentoned above. Monograph, 2003 , Vol. I, BBS, Birgunj, 2061 The annual growth rate during 1981-1991 of Parsa was 2.70 percent while during 1971 -1981 it was 3.41 percent. It shows the population of Parsa is growing quite rapidly than during past 30 years.
Results and discussion
Population Size, Its Growth Rate and Density
The density is an eff ective index to measure the pressure of population on land. The population density is the population per square kilometer of the total land. The pressure of population is increasing in Parsa, the high increasing pattern is observed in Parsa density from 1971 to 2001. It is mainly due to fl ow of people from Mountain and Hill to Parsa. The population pressure is also high in Parsa district. Table 2 reveals the proportion of urban population is increasing over time in each census. The proportion of urban population may be the result of migration of rural to urban area and the change the border of Birgunj (urban) time to time. 
Population distribution by urban and rural
Sex ratio
Sex ratio of Parsa is 110 males per 100 females in 2001 which is higher than 108 in 1991 as Table 3 shows. It is highest than past. It may be due to the high number of male migration from other districts of the country as well as neighbours country. Age dependency ratio As Age at marriage Table 8 . The proportion of Hindu is found declining over the period and other religious followers are increasing but it is still predominent Hindu religious in Parsa. Followers of Islam are second largest proportion constitutes 15.40 percent. 
Major caste / ethnicity
The proportion of Muslim is highest in Parsa with 15.41 percent followed by Tharu (8.24%), Kurmi (8.21%), Yadav (6.37%) and other caste groups are less than 6 percent in Parsa as shown in Table 8 . It is almost similar in 1991 as shown in Table 9 . Source: CBS, 1995 and Major mother tongue 
